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1 Im Senſible, that in a Time of Diviſion, whatever is Publiſp d, tha 


has any Relation te the Debated Suljetts; and, with whatever Deſig 
| Real or Pretended, is, liable to ſuch various Conftruftions, as the pr 
vailing Humours and Prejudices of the Partys ſhall dire& them top 
upon it, Many ſecret Meanings, and jbrew'd Deſigns, are then made for 
Writer, which ( perhaps) he never thought of. The following Sx xo 
muſt take its Fate with others of a hike Nature, and Publiſh'd in the lik 
Crrcumſtances. I would only (Jer their own Sakes) Adviſe ſuch os ſha 
think foe to Read it, to confider Impartially, what is ſaid, and Regard j 
according to the Evidence of Truth, which appears in it, to their Underſig 
dings, without giving them ſelve: Trouble about any Juppoſed Vicus of min 
which are net Expreſs d, in Imagining which, they may do me Injuſtice, an 
m ſure can do themſelves no real Service. 
| think it pe: 6g to Advertiſe the Reap rk, that when [I give 
Opinion in the SER Mo N, againſt entering into the Debates of the Part 
my Intention is not to Condemn thoſe of either Side, who ſhall in a Chr. fia 
and Charitable Way, lay open the Strength of their Cauſe, in free Conſe 
ences with their Brethren, or more Publickly before the M/orld : 1 only thaw 
Diſputation not proper for a F aST ; that being ſo il Tim'd, it might ten 
rather to In flame, and on that Occafion it was our more ſuitable Exercife.t 
conbder the Sinfulneſs of Divifion, and Joyn together, in Confeſſing 
common Guile, | 
Ie may le thought by ſome, that I have not my ſelf duly Obſervd thi 
profeſs'd Caution, when I ſpeak againſt a Separation of CO MMUnio 
which is the avow'd Opinion and Prattice of jome amongſt us. To which 
Anſwer, That I did not indeed confider thoſe who Separate as a Diſtint 
PARTY in our Diviſions, as it's well known they were not jrom the Begi 
ning. When the Difference was firft clearly Stated at the SYNOD, in t 
Tear, 1721. a Breach of Communion, was ſo for from being Projeſ#d 
either Side, that it was Expreſly Declar'd again#? by both ; and as ttt 
DxCLAakATIONS remain yet wnrevok'd, aud the MINISTER 
of neither PARTY (between whom the Publick Controverſy Princip 
bay ) bave, as far as I knew, out iapdlteration of their Stn 
concerning them, TI thought the Ni x might be Confider d * L 
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Tie PREFACE. 


when Convey'd by frail and weak Hands ; they never Eucroach on my Free: 20 
dom of Exerciſing my Miniſtry, according to the Light of my Conſcience, 
and the beſt of my Underſauding, and always ſhow a juſt Eſteem, for their 
own Right of Examining Impartialy, and Judging for themſelves, 


May a Non LRH Diſpoſit ion fill grow in them, (as the Fuundation ,þ 
their Increaſe in Faith and Love,) to receive the Word, with all re; 
dineſs of Mind, and ſeaten the SCRIPTURES Daily, whethes 
thoſe Thiags (they hear,) are ſo as they are Deliver d; and the LORD 
OF PEACE HIMSELF, GIVE THEM PEACE ALWAYSx, g 
ALL MEANS, | | 
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I CoRINTHIANS iii z. 


Fir, whereas there is among you, Envying and Strife, and Diviſions ; are 
je not Carnal and Walk as Men 


the Goſpel at Corinth, and at his Entrance 


ragemenc, affuring im by a VISION, 
be had much People in that City *. There he conti- 
nued a Tear and fix Months . And, we may 


well ſuppoſe, ſuch a Wiſe Maſter-Builder, left 


was Wanting on his Part, to preſerve Purity 
| and Peace among them: Yer they ſoon run in- 
to Partys, and a Diſmal Scene of Strife and Confuſion, was carly O- 
ven'd in that Church, tho* Form'd accord ing to the Exadteſt Model, 
ind Furniſh'd with the beſt Directions ot an Inſpir'd Ambaſſador for 


TL E was Wrote ; yet that muſt have been but about Three Years 
ter St. Paul left them: For ir was Written while he was at E- 
theſus, and trom Corinth, he went Directly to Epheſus, from whence by 
the beſt Computation, he took his laſt Departure, in little more than 
Three Years after his firſt going thither. This Obſervarion, ſhews 
hoy Prone Men are to Faction, even Chriſtians to Schi m. Chriltiani- 
y ir ſelf, a Divine Inſtitution, not only Pure, but Peaceable, full of 
Mercy, and good Fruits, which Breaths nothing but Gentleneſs, Love, 
Goodneſs, is nor ſufficient ro preſerve thoſe who Embrace it trom Dil- 


of Gop is made the very oy ty IVISION. 


nn. 
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* 4s xviii - 10, H Acts xviip 11* 


HE Apoſtle Paul, was the firſt who Preach'd 


on that Service, Gop gave him great Encou- 


his Converts in a good Condition, nothing 


CyntsT. In a very Diftracted State they were, when this EPIS- 


cord, Nay, to ſhow rhe exceeding Sinfulneſs, and the mighty Pre- 
nlence, of a Contentious Spirit; the Golpel it Self, the Kingdom 
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As the Differences, and Animoſities, among the Primitive Ci 
tians, are the unhappy Examples of the ſame Evils, in latter Time 

even in our own: We have this Advantage, that the Apoltles of Ou 
LORD, by the immediate Direction of His Spirit, bave le u 

the beſt Antidotes againſt them, and preſcribed the beft Remedie 

for Healing them; which, therefore, as being Delivet'd by Intatl 

ble Teachers, eught ſtill to be Eſteem'd the moſt Effectual, and 1 

be Preferr'd to all the Methods for Unity and Peace, which hays 

been, or can be Invented by Fallible Men. Particularly in this E 

piſtle to the CORINTHI ANS, there are ſuch Solemn Warningy 
given, ſuch excellent Rules laid down, as by a due Application yf 

them, might be ſufficient, ro preſerve the CHURCH from Schiſn 


in every Age. My Tzxr leads us into the Secret Springs of D. 
ſion, and gives ſuch an Account of its Origin, as might well fil lowe 
very Chriſtian Heart, with a juſt 2bhorrence of it. The Apoſe ces ! 
could not have taken a more EffeGual and Convincing Way of Rez eral ] 
ſoning with Men, in whom there were any remains of a True Za TE 
of GO D, and Sincere Reſpe& to Religion, than to ſhow that r fro 
Fault he Reprov'd them for, was an Evidence of the Obſtinate De of 
pravity of their Hearts, and proceeded from that Carnal Mind the 
which it was the very Defign of the GOSPEL to Conquer, andliip”"?!s 
which is Direaly Oppoſite do that Spiritual Principle, which Chril meth 
tianity was intended by its great Author to Plant in them. eit W 
Bur, when he ſays they were Carnal, (and indeed he ſays it in the reed t 
ſtrongeſt Manner, for he puts the Queſtion to themſelves ; 4% eak A 
not Carnal > Intimating, that their own Conſciences muſt bear Wi lake 
neſs to the Truth of his Charge, we muſt not Underitand it, as f uch a. 
they were wholly ſo ; That is, Wicked Perſons, and altogether unde Kok e 
the Dominion of SIN. Bur there are remains of Corruption in tte * 


beſt, and ſome are ſo imperfeRly Spiritual, ſo Weak Chriſtiaas, that 
in Compariſon not only with the Rule of Religion, but even witl 
the Degree of it, which othershave Attained to, they may be; and ar 
Juſtly Denominated Carnal. In the Firſt V = x sx, the Apoltle cal 
theſe Chriſtians, Babes in Chriſt ; ( Deſignedly Explaining, what i 
means by Carnal,) not as Commending their Sincerity in whict 
- Senſe the Apoſtle Peter Terms all True CONVERT 5 New In 
Babes. But by Way of Juſt Reproof rather, and Diminution te 


their Chara&er, they came ſo far ſhort of what they might have 15. 
00 
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s Pet. ii. 2, 


"i E 
-Gdering the Means of Inſtruction, and Sanctification they enjoy d- 
| {all firſt Explain what it is the Apoſtle here Charges the Corin- 
ns with, Envying, Strife, and Diviſions. 
240, 1 ſhall Conkder the Force of his Argument, that theſe Things 
wed them to be Carnal, which was a very proper Diſſuaſive from 
n, and 2 powerful Motive, to their returning to Charity and 
ace. : 
ins 7, What it is the Apoſile here Charges the Corinthians with; 
Ving, Strife and Divifions* I do not think we ſhould Conſider 
ſe Sins Abſtractly, but with Reſped to the ſpecial Occation Re- 
rd to, that is, Church-Partys, Form'd under the Celebrated Names 
eminent Leaders. The People ate not here Charged with Euvy- 
„ Strife and Diviſion, on Perſonal and Private Accounts, but as the 
lowers of particular Famous Teachers; tor whoſe Oppolite Pre- 
ces in the Church, their Divided Intereſts and Reputation, their 
eral Diſciples Sinfully and Uncharitably Contended. 
Tx ar this was the Matter about which they Divided, is Appa- 
t from the Words immediately following my Text, Hhile one faith, 
wm of Paul, another, I am of Apollos ; are ye not Carnal ? But what 
| the Partys Aim at in their Contentions? No doubt they had 
zuſible Pretences, and imagin'd, at leaſt gave out, That Truth, or 
mething they called Religion, was beſt ſerv'd on their Side, and in 
eit Way» Without ſome ſuch Pretext, they could never have Sup- 
reed themſelves ; and it is not to be Thought, they would Act lo 
eak and Irrational a Part, as Barc-facedly to Divide merely for 
e lake of Diviſion, or to ſet up the latereſts of Men, without ſo 
uch as Profeſſing a Deſign, thereby to promote the Superior Inte- 
| of Chriſtianity* And, yet by the Apoſtle's Conſtruction, the Ten- 
ncy of the ir Debates, was no more than to raiſe the Characters and 
fluence of ſome, and to Depreciate others. For this, their Aﬀec- 
ons were Alienated from one another, and the Sacred Bond of Peace 
oken; for this, there were Swelings and Tumults among them; mutu- 
Animofities, and bitter Envyings : They Strove Fiercely and Cla- 
orouſly, to promote the Separate Intereſt of their PARTYS ; and 
teved at the Proſperity of their Fellow Chriſtians, in which they 
ught by the Laws of the Goſpel, to have Rejoyced. 
Yer it did not appear, that the Differences roſe ſo high, as a 
each of COMM UNION+ There is no Mention of ſeparate 
oribip, or divided Religious Aſſemblys; that was a yet 1 1 
- VU, 


n IRR 
Evil, which that Apoſtle Warn'd them of; 1 Cor. xi. 19. He way ! 
form'd, there were alceady Schiſms among them, Diviſions withgy 
a Rupture of the Church's External Unity : But by an awful Permir 
ſion of Providence, and the Natural Tendency of Pride, vain Glor 
and Envy, ( Thoſe Luſts of the Fleſh, which had already wrough 
to Schiſm) there will be Hereſies; different Seats Form'd into a States 
Separation ot COM MUNI ON: Theſe ſhould fill our Souls witt 
an Averſion to Schiſms, and make us Warchful againſt the Begingin 
of them: Their Natural Progreſs, is from Evil co Worſe ; they L 
an in- let to Errors, and all manner of Diforders ; and then ſure]y Dll 
ferences are rilen to a ſhametul Height among Chriſtians, when the 
cannot bear with one another in Worſhip, will not Joyn int 
ſame All:molys, nor i: at the ſame Sacred Table; | 
HITHERNTo, however the Difference among the Corixtaiy 
had proceeded no fta:ther, than to a Dit-Union of Aﬀections, an 
the Natural Conſequences of it, a Turbulent and Factious Beha 
our, while they ſtin continued in the ſame Religious Fellowſhip, ye 
even in that Degree, the Apoſtle Repreſents it as a very great Evil 
it gave great Scandal, and brought Reproach on the Chtiſtian Prg 
feſſion, tor ſuch an Intetpretation would be put upon it, as it chi 
were divided: which abſurd Conſequence the Apoltle himſelf Charge 
up on this very Diviſion at Cormrn, CH AP. i. 13. And how cany 
bear it, that our Partyings, and calling cur ſelves by ditltitguiſh 
Names, caſts ſuch an invidious Reflection ox our Bleſſed Redeeme 
in the Eye of tie WO RI D. as it he Taught us not one but man 
Iaſtitutions, different Profe ſſions, and different Ways of Serving Gat 
as if His Kingdom were Divided againſt it Self, as if His Bopr ve 
not Ox; Contrary to many expreſs NECLARATIONS of H 
own WorD : Nay, as if there were a Plurality of SAviouRsg; 
leaſt, HEADS and MASTER $ot our Religion. Theſe Ablurd 
ties, ſhould thame us out of our Diſcords, which give a Handle f. 
the Imputation of them to our Holy Profeſſion, tho? in Truth it 
not Chargeable with them, and ſince Chriſtianity is ſo perlcal 
clear of giving any Occaſion for Diviſions, on the Contrary, it dot 
Conſtantiy and Uuitormly, by the ſtrongeſt Motives, Preſs Concot 
and Union; fince our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1s ſo far trom giving them 
ny Ceuntenance; they throw the vileſt Affronts upon Him, and 1 
moſt Injurious to His Honour; Reprefenting Him as Divided, an 
and the whole Scheme of the Goſpel, as an Incon ſiſtency: Since (Ia 
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Er ; 
and Means, that their Carnal Affections and PASSTONS are ſubdueq 
Ir requires the utmolt AppPLICAT ION to Mortifie the Dead. 
of the Body, and that is the Work we ought always to attend, Seng. 
ble that we ate in continual Danger, eſpecially, becauſe the Motions 
and Inclivations which: ariſe from the Fleſh, are ſometimes coyere 
ed with ſpecious Pretences : They ſeem to be Innocent, Nay, Lau 
dable. *Tis a great Point in the Chriſtian Lite, and that we may (linMWOrigir 
Approve our ſelves to Go p, to be able to Diſcern the Wotkingg tc. 
ot the Fleſh, under all their falſe Colours, to Strip them of the urce 
Diſguiſes, that being aware of their Inſoaring Tendency, we mayMVio!ar 
be Fortified againſt them, Perhaps there is not any one Caſe, hett, the 
in the Fleſh is more Atttully Dilguiſed; and Men are more Apt td amy 
be miſtaken concerning themſelves, thro' the Deceirfulneſs of Sin, thadiMWn, anc 
that before us: When Religion, or ſomething relating to it, is thMWng the 
Subje& ot Debate, it will be very hard to perſuade Men, that thei res, 
Content ions do not proceed from a Pious Z EAT, wheit Really the Ratio 
Flow from what the Apoſtle James calls Zelos Pikros, Bitter Eo be 
vying *+ | Which is one of the worlt Branches of Humane Cotrupti ure of 
on, and moſt Oppoſite to the Spirit of the Goſpel. | Wu 
18411 therefore endeavour to Explain the Apoltle's Queſtion any 
which contains a ſtrong Argument. And here we muſt Conſidet A tar a: 
it is that Denominates Men Ca xnai, or which is the ſame thing and 
what is the Fleſh; that we may ſee how Envying, Strife aud Diviſuſ be plai 
proceed-from it, or are Evidences of our being Carna. 
I take the Expreſſion, Walking as Men, to mean the ſame Thin 
the Phraſe we often meet with in the New TefZament, as in the nin 
Chapter of this Epritle, and Eighth Verſe. Rom · iii. 15. Gab i. 
And diverſe other Places, where Commentators obſerve, that to Spit 
and Walk as a Man, always dignifies to AG, and Speak, and Ly 
as a meer Natural Man, not. Divinely Inſtructed, and Acquaiatt 
with the Mind of Gop in His Word, whoſe Heart is not, yet broug 
under the Power and Influence of Revealed Truths. When the 
fore the CORINTRIANS are ſaid to have Falked as N 
the Meaning is, That in ſo far as they Indulged to Envying, S 
and Diviſions they behaved Unchriſtianly, and Diſagreeably tot 
ine which is according to Godlinefs; in ſo far they Conducted ther 
{clves by Fleſbly Wiſdom, not that idem from #troe; which ir- 
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F JAMES 11d, 14, 


174 | 

= * Peaceable, Gentle and Eafie 10 be Intreated, ful of Mercy, and Good 
| ed. | - 4 | 

— 6 u E Ficſh Comprehends all the Variety of Appetites and Paſſi- 
i as in the Humane Nature, whereby we're Tempted, drawn away and 
nice: By the Conceptions whereof Sin is brought forth. They were 
"iced Planted in Man, by the Wiſe Creator, and according to theit 
friginat Deſign, very Uſetal to the Preſervation and Comfort of 
ſe, But in our Degenerate State, they are become the Unhappy 
dources of Error, and Snares to us, whereby we are drawn into the 
Violation of G o Þ's Law, ſuch a Biaſs there is on our Minds, (and 
s the Prophet expreffes it, our Hearts are ſo Weak F. ) that we 
tzfhly and Indeliberatly give into the Suggeſtions of Fiſt and Paſſi- 
n, and fuffer ourſelves to be Hurry'd by a Blind Impulſe, Neglect- 
ng the Indiſpenſable Obligation we are under, as Reaſonable Crea- 
ares) to chooſe what ſhall appear to our Underſtandings beſt, upon 
Rational and Imparrial Enquiry, and particularly what ſhall appear 
o be Preſcribed in the Scriptures the only ſtanding Revelation we 
have of Gop's Will. 

Wu ATE VER Tendencys then we find in our ſelves to the breach 
f any Divine Law, they are to be Attributed to the Fleſh, and in 
o tar as they prevail, Directing our Conduct, in ſo far we are Car- 
l and Wall as Men: Now the Royal Law of Love, be ing one of 
he plaineit in the Goſpel, whatever in our Hearts, or in our Prac- 
ice, Thwarts and Oppoſes it, may well be called Catnal ; and fo the 
poſtle clearly Teaches us, GAL, v. 20, 21+ Where he numbers a- 
ong the Works of the Fleſh, Hatred, Variance, Emmlations, . Wrath, 
Strife, Envyings : Diviſion is a Complicated Evil, not to be Imputed 
o any ſingle Luſt or Paſſion, many of them concur to its P R O- 
UcCTION © rn 
FiAs 7, Anger and Hatred (a great and Comprehenſive Branch 
df the Corrupt Principle) are Of its very Effence, for the Guilt of 
chiſm certainly. confiſts in Uncharicablenefs, a Diſpoſition of Mind 
ontrary to that Love which our SAVIOUR enjoyns His Diſ- 
ples by HiSNEWCOMMANDMENT, It is not meer- 
y a Diverfity of Sentiments, in ſome Things, which the Inſpited 
Writers, ſo ſeverely inveigh againſt, by the Name of DIVISION, 


_ ON, 


re. 


oFis it principalſy a Separation of Stated External COMMUNt- 


* James iii. 17. $ Exe xv 30, 
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. | 
ON, which (unleſs it proceeds from Uncharitableneſs) may be . 
nocent on both Sides, as when a Congregation is grown too Num 
rous for one Worſhipping Aſſembly, and therefore, Form themſelye 
into Diſtin& Societies, meerly for better Conveniency in attengiq 
publick Worſhip : Nay, when Separation of COMM UNI 


a he 
is Occaſioned by Religious Differences, it may be Neccſſaty any Don 
Commendable on the one Part: But it is Alienation of Affe&ion mee 
with all the evil Fruit which it produces, which alone, being ſo di own 
rectiy Oppoſite to the Spirit of the Goſpel, (it no other Cortuptioſi is n. 
of Humane Nature, had any ſhare in it,) is ſufficient to ſhow 1 in t 
DIVISION muſt be the Offspring of the Fleſh. Wh: 

ANGER and Hatred, are the Unhappy Sources of many M. tries 
chiets in the World, and of Infinite Confuſion in the CHURCH Joe 
Inſtead of Peace and Harmony, with aNumberleſs Train of Bleſſin ans 
which would attend them, the effects of Univerſal Good-Will ; ar 
the Influence of theſe Furious Paſſions, the Earth is filled with Co an 
tention and Dilorder, with Violence, Blood-ſhed, and Deſolation, But whe 
in the Church, where perfect Peace and Love ought to Reign, 20 bare 
cording to the Laws, and the Spirit of its glorious Founder, exe Re. 
there Anger and Hatred have produced Whiſperiugs and Backbitingl ;,.;: 
Reproaches and Revilings, Swelliugs and Tumults ; and oftentimes ſucſi Exo 
Cruelties and Oucrages, as have ſcarcely been Paralell d in the Worl us 

T nz Hiſtory of every Age, ſince the Beginning of Chriſtianiiſſi ; 
Juſtifies this Melancholly Obſervation, in ſome Degree or other, anc Dei 


rhe {ame Cauſe will always produce the ſame Effects; For, where E 
uy ing and Strife is, there is Confufion, and every Evil Work. Fran Heiß 
whence then come Wars and Fightings among you ? come they not bence, t b 
ven ycur Luſts that war in your Members | ? * 

2dly, ANoTHER Member of the Body of Sin, which 1s a great cauſe tis « 
of Diviſions, is Pride. This the Apoſtle J q x x Reckons among the tent 
Thipgs of the World, which ate not of the Father, but the World 5. I 
Nay, where it is Predominant, Inconſiſtent with the Love of the Fu. ence 
ther. Now Soro non Tellsus, Prov: xiii · 10. Only by Pride comeii ano: 
Contention Other Evils may give Rile to Debates, or Inflame them tber 
but Pride is the Principal, and moſt Plentiful Source of them ; Kirk ſpec 


0 - * 1 — | 4 


James iii. 16, f James iy: 1. $ 1 Jobn ll, 16. 


| 9 c | 
ciilly Religious Conteſts are cauſed ot carried to the moſt Enormous 
Heights by it; when Men are under its Dominion, they (well in a 


um Fond Conceit of their own Knowledge, and other Attainments ; they 
lere 100k down on their Fellow-Chriſtians with a Supercilious Contempt, 
ndin row Imperious in their Demands of Compliance with their own 
10 Themcs and Opinions, and Impatient of Contradiction. A Luſt of 


Domination is very Natural to Man; and a Rare Thiog it is, to 
meet with Spirits ſo happily Compoſed, as to be Content with their 
own Freedom, without Encroaching on the Rights of others, There 
is ng-enc Thing that has Occaſioned more Miſery and Confuſion 
in the World, than an Extravagant Deſire and Affectation of Power. 
What Devaſtation has it cauſed in Flouriſhing and Populous Coun- 
tries? And made Glorious Contentions for Liberty, Unavoidable in- 
deed, but very Expenſive. The ſame Propenſity there is in Chriſti» 
ans, and it works the ſame Way in Religious Socicties : Nay, as 
R:tiGioNis confeſſzdly the moſt Excellent, and Important of 
all Things ; to differ, and thereby to Declare a Miſtake inthoſe from 
whom we differ, is look'd upon as the higheſt Afftont to Men, who 
have Power in their Hands, and in a peculiar Manner provokes their 


» exe Reicntment. When we ſuffer under the Invaſion of Chriſtian Li- 
whitings berry, we are Apt to make loud Complaints, and ſeverely to Cenſure 
es ſue i Exorbitant Claims of Power in others - but Experience may Teach 
Work us That a defire to Rule is Natural to Men. 


May we not find even in ourſelves, too great an Inclination to 
Deſpiſe and Treat Injuriouſly thoſe who have the Weakneſs or the 
Vanity (as we are Apt to think it is) to differ ſrom us ? And to what 
Heights this might Arrive, if we had Power enough, who can Tell? 
It becomes us, however, to be Jealous over our ſelves, and to Watch 
againit the Workings of PRIDE in our Hearts; to which Principle, 


ler, anc 
xre Et 
Fn 


Fence, . 


at cauſe is certain, Contentions of every kind, and eſpecially Religious Con- 
ong tell tentions are in a great Mcature Owing. 75 
rid I. is the Primitive and Pureſt Times, Chriſtians had their Differ- 
the Fal ences about Religious Matters: One B. lic ved he might Eat all Things- 
ame another who was Meat did eat Herbs *. One Efleemed one Day above ano, 
| ho tber; another Eſteemed every Day alike f. But what the Apoſtles e- 
1 bh [pecially Blamed, was their Uncharitable Contention; about theſe 
Clally Matters, 


A. 2 * 2 


* 4 my * — 
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* Ro. xiv · 2: ( Ibid. Verſe 5) 
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Matters; and *tis too Apparent» Pride had à ſhare in their Quatrelz 


Tur Weak Judged the Strong, and the Strong Deſpiſed and ſet . 
Nought the Weak, too plain Indications of an Aſſuming Temper If ic 
this Haughty Spirit, began even to Work, even in the Primitive Sim. be, 
plicity, and Perſecuted State of the CHURCH: In TIMES of "mx 
Eaſe and Proſperity, and of much greater Corruption, ir grey wW.. 
to a prodigious Extravagance ; caſting off all Regard to Chriſtian ; 
Forbearance, indeed, to Humanity it Self, and producing mutual al 
ANATHEMA'S, Nay, BANISHMENT, [MPRISONMENTand DATA. 1 

PRIDE eſpecially. prevails as a cauſe of DIVISION, in the Nu 
Leaders of Parties · Men of Aſpiring Spirits, put themſelves at the "IP 
Head of Factions, and to ſupport the Intereſt they Affect to haye hee 
in the Direction of Affairs, uſe all their Arts to Engage a Numerous der 
Train of Followers. wee: app 

Hr Nc come Tumults; for often fo it happens, that the equal- ekt 
ly Ambitious Claſh with one another; and thus Peace falls a Sacti- Def 

ce, to the Party-lntereſts, and Vain-Glorious Deſigns of Turbulent Fog 
Men. But the Followers too may be, (and frequently are,) drawn Wl Wie. 
away with the ſame Temptation - Having made their Choice, and Wl Mi 
Devoted themſelves to a particular Intereſt, ic becomes a Point of nabe 
HONOUR to purſue it, and Run down all who Oppoſe them- Caf 
{clves. If che Doctors at Corinth were Pufted up, rhe People are noy Opf 
directly Charged with be ing Puffed up, for one againſt another; they Wi 7; 
Overvalued their ſeveral Heads, to the Diſparagement ot others. PE 

Trosn who ſet up under the Name of CEPHAS, Deſpiſed 442 
the Pax Ty called by Pavr's Name, and in. their Turn were De: % 
ſpiſed by them. | | : | ara 

g ON J Wofal but Natural Effect of this, is, PAR TIALIITII; 2 
which is the Character of Carnal Wiſdom, but the very Revetle ot Wl --. 
the Chriſtian Spirit» Corruption and Unrighteonſneſs in Judgment Nat 
follows it, with Heaps of Scandal and Confuſion, Men being Pati- Mer 
al in themſelves, and Judges of Evil Thoughts , No more conſider Wil c.1... 
the Truth and Reaſon of Things, or the Juſtice of Cauſes, but the Wy... 
| Intereſt of Parties · How Natural is it in ſuch a State of Things, and I duce 
indeed Common, for Men to Blacken the Characters of thoſe who are unde 


of 


——— 


James ii. 4 


19 
rrels; of the Side Oppofite to their own, to Triumph in their Mit 
jet n carriages, to Exaggerate their real Failures, to Vent groundleſs Su- 
picions and Jealouſies concerning them ; while they not only er- 
deavour to Extenuate, but Paſfionately V indicate the Miſconduct of 
7 of their Partiſans ; all which too plainly diſcover a Partial and a Car- 
up al Mind. | 

g ;dly, Fear, one of the moſt Enflaving and Miſleading Paſſions, which 
utual fra Humane Nature is Subject to, ſometimes Cauſes, or rather In- 
rn. creaſes Di viſion. When Schiſms are Form'd and Countenanc'd by 
0 The Numbers, qr Perſons of confiderable Figure and Influence, from an 
t the undue Solicitude for their Worldly Intereſt or Reputation; Many 
have are carried away with them. When a Party is Run down, and Ad- 
erous herence to it is attended with Temporal Inconveaienc ies, even tho? it 
appear to have TRUTH on its Side, yet Men thro' the Influence 
qual of this Temptation, are put upon Inventing plaufible Pretences for 
acti- Deſerting it, and Chooling the ſafer Side of the Debate. Thus the 
ulent Fear of Man bringeth a Snare * We need not much Wonder atthis 
Weaknefs ot Humane Nature, or that ſuch a Temptation Biaſſes the 
aud WY Mind, when we conſider, that ſo great Men as Saint Peter and Bar- 
nabas, were drawn into a Schiſmatical Practice, by its Influence* The 
them. C:ſc was this, as related by the Apolſtſe PAUL, with his own 
£109 Oppoſition of St. PETER, in Defence of TRUTH and CHRIS- 
; they TAN LIBERTY- GALATIANS ii. 11, 12, 13. But when 
PETE R was come to ANTIOCH, I withſtood him to his Face, be- 
(piled cauſe he was to be Blamed. For before that certain came from James, he 
did eat with the Gentiles , but when they were come, he withdrew, and Se- 
parated himſelf, fearing them which were of the Circumciſion — And the other 
44 0 Jews Diſſembled likeuiſe with him, inſomuch, that Barnabas alſi was Car- 
rle ot N 7 away with their Diſimulation. Tis True, this Principle will not 


ment Naturally, and of it ſelf alone, produce Envying and Strite : For if 
Parti- Men who are led into Diviſive Meaſures, thro' Fear, can fave them- 
_—_ ſelves, *tis all that Motive Inclines them to Aim ar, without Quar- 
uct ; telling with, or being Injurious to others; but Diviſions it will pro- 
N. duce or incre aſe, and thoſe who are thus entered, are often brought 


under a tarther Temptation; That is, to put on the Appearance, at 
leaſt 


of 


3 | 3 
* Prov, xxix. 25+ 
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uk. 

leaſt of a Bitter Zeal, in Order to Eſtabliſh their Credit more Ric 
tually with the Party they had choſen. _ | 7 
LasrTLY, The groſſer Cortuptions of Humane Nature, Covergut 
neſs and Senſuality, give Riſe to Diviſions in the CHURCH. Fg 
Proot of this, we need go no farther than the expreſs Declarations gf 
the Scripture ; for there we find, that the vileſt Herefies, the moſt Pets 
nicious Se&s, ſprung from this Impure Fountain: The Apoltles Re. 
preſent Heretics and Cauſers of Divifion in their Days, as Men of Pro. 
fligate Conſciences, and of Lewd Debauched Minds, Serving not the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but their own Belly, . Senſual, having not the Sprit f. 
Through Covetouſneſs, making Mer chandixe Souls $. Walking in the 
Luft of Uncleanneſs +. Teaching Things which they ought not, for filth 
Lucres ſake % *T1s no Wonder, that ſuch Wicked Perſons, void of 
all Regard to Religion and Virtue, ſhould endeavour to make Partie 
for themſelves, and to gratify their own Luſts, e ven at the Expence 
ot Rending the BODY of CHRIST. But Chriſtians ought to 
be aware of them, and as ſoon as by their Fruits they are known, care- 


tully avoid them, taking heed that they be not Impoſed upon, by 4 
good Words and fair Speeches, whereby the Hearts of the Simple are Ds Ih 
ceived ; and above all Things Studying to Purge rhemſelves from Luſt, Meal 
which will make the Unwary an caly Prey to Seducers, drew ing them ove 
into ſinful DIVISIONS, as well as falſe DOCTRINES; 51 
It is on Impute and Corrupt Perſons, that Heretics practiſe their Wick - NPaite 
ed ARTS with Succeis, they Creep into Houſes, and lead Captive fil y h; 
Women, laden with Sins, led away with diverſe Luſls *. ealo 
T vs l have laid betore you the Apoſtle's Argument, and I hope ing 
you ate Convinced 'tis a very ſtrong one: Beſides his Authority, at 
an Iufallible Teacher, which ought to be of great Weight with Chrif ende 
tians ; it is Apparent from the Reaſon of the Thing, that Diviſionderric 
are exceedingly pernicious, contrary to the True Spirit of Chriſtian- ett. 
ty, and in ſo far as they prevail, certain Indications of a CARNALKi:h 
Mind. What the inſpired Author Aim'd at, was the Uniting of theſe 


Divided Chriſtians, in the BON Df PEACE, by Uniting them 
more firmly in rhe Faith ot our LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
and in a cloſe and immediate Adherence to him, the only Center 


' 
* 
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* Rom. xvi, 18+ + Jude 19˙ $ 2 Per ii 3. * 2 Pets iii 10, 1, 
+ Tit. i. 11, & 2 Tim, iii, 6. 


a 
Union among Chriſtians: But fuſt they muſt be Convinced their 
oatentions were Sinful, avd what better Method could he have 


155 en to Demonſtrate thar, than by ſhowing that they were the Works 
or 4th Flaſh 2 £8 YI | : , Ry 

ns of 15 r us Now Arx this to our Diviſions, which take their Riſe 
| Pets om the ſame Spring, the Carnal Mind, and on that very Account 
7 . ught co be u the Matter of our deep Humiliation before GOD. If 
i Prov 


e are till CAR NAL, and in Dehance of the Goſpel-Precepts, and 


ot the MO policion to the Goſpel-Spirit, walk as Men, That is, Natu- 
t , i Unrznewed Men, I don't know any Thing more juſtly to be Re- 
in the NMretted· For then indeed it is Apparent, that the Wor Preached 
fi Nos not Profit, the Spirit of GOD is grieved, and we may rea- 
1d of Wonably Apprehend the awful Eſtects of His Diſpleaſure, becauſe we 
Partie: ve received his Grace in vain. We boaſt of our Education in Chriſ- 
pence nity, and the Purity ot our Prote ſſion, which are very valuable 
ght to Myriviledge s, but they will not be accepted inſtead of Obedience, 
» Care" Pay, will certainly Aggravate our Guile, if we continue to walk ab 
on, yer the Fleſh,  / | BY | 

e Def have choſen to Inſiſt on this SUBJECT with a view to the 
Lat, lealing of D1vistons; which I think, cannot be effectually ie- 
re oved, tiil we are Convinced of their Sintulneſs. POLIITICXK Co- 

8. 


IDERA TIONS and ARGUMENTS taken from Intereſt, may 
Unite the Members of other Societies; and they may very reaſona- 
ly have ſome Weight too in the Cav n; m ſute with none more 
ealonably than with the PRoTESTANT-DISSENTERS in this 


Wick- 
ve filh 


| hope ingdom, whom-Experience and common Prudence may Teach, 
rity, at their Union is their Strength and Safety» and that Divifion muſt 
Cbrib tender them Weak and Contemptible; and in a great meaſure Un- 
vitonsiWerviceable to the Common PRoTESTANTandBRrairisHh Inte- 
1(L1ank Wt, But what ic may be expected wilil above all Things prevail 
NAH in Chriſtians to Unite, is a Senſe'of DU T L, and that their Di- 
df theſehiding is their Sins Without this, our Wounds will be Healed but Slight- 
g them. But if a ſtrong Cox vierte be fix'd on our Minds, that 


(ST, 


ur Schiſms offend G O D. that all the Steps we take in Diviſive 
Center 


ourles are ſo many Affronts ro our REDEEMER, lo many in- 
ances of Contempt Poured on His Authority, by Violating His 
v ; this, I hope, will nor fail of reſtoring Peace, and Cementing 

again more firmly than ever. —— TRIAL 
10, 11% Leer me therefore once more beſeech you to conſider how many 
. preſs DECLAKA TIONS 5 are in the Goſpel e 
"IM 1 FN AY vil ons 
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"46: 36. / 
viſions, how "contrary; they ate to that which is evidently a gr 
Parc of its Deſign. Think with your ſelves whar Importance tot 
Intereſt and Honour ot His Religion, eur SAviowv R places int 
Union of His Diſciples. He recommends it very Warmly, and! 
many Powerful Motivesin His laſt EX HRORTATTION F. Hel 
plores it very Earneſtiy ia His laſt Solemn PRAYER to the Þ 
THE R in the Preſence of His DISG TPIES which the Script 
relates f. By His Sufterivgs and Death he intended to gather 
gether in one (not to break into Factions and Parties) the Childrey 
G O D that were ſcattred abroad +, The Spirit the Comforter ging 
as the Fruit of His Exaltation, is the Spirit of Love and Conca 
What a Noble Collection has the Apoſtle given us of ARGUMEN 
for Endeawvouring to keep the Unity of the SPIRIT in the BOND 
PEACE? Epb. iv. 4,5, 6. There is one BO D TY and one SP 
RI T, even as ye are Called in one Hope of your Calling, one LORT 
one FAITH, one B APTISM, one GOD and FATHE 
of all, who is above «ll, and through all, and in you all. Since then 
tore it appears ſo plainly that it is the Mind and Will of Canis 
we ſhould be United; it the Fleſh be that Principle in Corrupt H 
mane Nature which reſiſts His Grace, His Laws, and His Spirit; it] 
to that only we mult Attribute the Prevalence of Diviſions amo 
Chriſtians, and a ſtrong obſtinate Principle it is which can Refiſtſuc 
Motives. F 7 re 
T + 4 t there are Diviſions among us is too Notorious to be 
ny*d ; tho*: Parties ate Apt to juſtify themſelves, and think their e 
Share in them Innocent, yet that there are Diviſtons, and that t 
Cauſers of them are to be Blamed, evety one will acknowledge. 
To enter into the Enquiry who are to be Charged with Caulir 
our Diviſions, to State the Difference between zhe Parties, to Vil 
dicate the one, and Condemn the other, is not; I th ink, the Buſinels 
this Day; it is our Proteſsd Deſiga to judge ourſelves, to ackno 
ledge our Sin, and make our Prayer before the LORD our 60D, 
we may turn from our Jniquity . But inſtead of that, 40 inſiſt ea 
on our own JUSTIFICAT1 © Ny andto accuſe one another won 
be the Way to continue in that Diviſion which we ought to lamet 
Nay, to Inflame rather than Heal it, and'according to the Nr 
* ie HOON 1201 
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* John xiv.xvi, xv, | John XVII" 21, 22, 23, + John xi· 53* an · ix! | 
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e tot Ur or an mpartial Examination I b 

s in Me are AzL n . in this Matte 

and WMthat our Affections have been ſo far Divi d- afforc 

H ficient Ground for a Joine PENITEN.LLAL CONFESSE 

he ON. This Way of conſidering Religious Contentians, my TIE x x 

criptuplainly leads us to: And L cannot but think the A | 

ther M bealing by the CORINTHIANS' is a good Precedent tor us 

il Min Dealing by, ourſelves, : Now he does not Decide; between the 

er gc x 7 ENDE A 5, he does not Examine. their Oppoſite 1 0 8 

— in Order to Judge which was peſt, or in hat Proportion and De- 
X Nl. 


Tus was the Caſe among the CORINTHI ANS, and it is 
the Caſe among; us. : The Matters in Difference (if they were Treat- 


be Ded wich 2 Chriſtian and Charitable Spirir) wow'd not occaſion; (I'm 
eit are) ſuch a Breach of Peace as we have reaſon this Day to Bewail. 
hat t I know that Animoſities and Uncharitableneſs, ate frequently 
ige overed under the Diſguiſe of Zeal, wherein the Mind Intrenches 
Caulingi: ſelf againſt all Efforts to Convince it, When Men are once ſatiſ- 
0 V\'d they are on the right Side of à Debate, they think they cannot 
incls Montend too Earneſtly for what they ate Per ſuaded is. Truth, nor 


do Warmly Expreſs their Abhorrence of the contrary ERROR. In 
hat Caſe all PLB As for PEACE are regarded as Attempts againſt 
iſt eaWſruth, and Exhortations to Charity are Conſiru'd no otherwiſe 
hau as perſuaſives..to a Criminal Indifference. . © 74 
do acknowledge indeed, that it is the DUTY of Chriſtians to 
otend Earnefily for the Faith once Deliver d to the Saints i» Nay, tho®. 
Jur Zeal ſhould always bear a Proportion. to the Importance 125 the 
r l | atter 


* Iſaiah Iii - 4 f Jude 3; 


* 


| | 4 * — | 
| L. 26. J 
Matter in Debate, and ſome Things there are in, Religion of (ug 
an Inferiour Nature, that the CONCGRD and COMMUNI0y 
of Chriſtians ought not to be broken, for a Diverfity "sf Opinions 
and Practices about them; yet no Point ot Religious Truth is f 
Minute that it ſhould be given up for Peace. Such a Peace woti'd be 
Purchas'd at too gteat an Expence, we muit Buy the Truth at any Rate 
but never Sel ix *. Bur ſurely the Preſeryation of ruth and Peay 
are not utterly Inconfiſtent ; it they be, How ſhall we Underſtand 
great Part of the Goſpel ?. How ſhalt we be able to Reconcile it 8 
it ſelf ? I think it will appear very evident to any one who Atrentings 
Iy-confiders'the Strain of the Sacred Writings, that there are ſome 
Doarines and Preceprs of Chriſtianity, which axe of its very Eſſeng 
and wherein, therefore, ALE CHRISTIAN S&S muſt be Agreed; n 
ſome Things more Doubtful and ot lefler Importance, wherein Tut 
Sincere may Differ. In theſe Inferiour Points, as there cannot be: 
profeſyd'Agtectnent amongſt all without Hypocriſy ; for Experience 
Demonſtrates that a perfe& Unanimityis neverto be expected in this 
World: So ſuch an Agreement cannot be Neceffary to the peace of the 
Church, for Peace on that Foot may treafonably be Deſpair'd of in 
this State of Humane Frailty : And then all the Glorious Things 
which the Scripture ſpeaks concerning Peace and its Amiable Fruits, 
all the Exhortations_ it contains to mutual Forbearance, and ſolemn 
Difluaſives from Judging and Deſpiſing one another on Account of dif! 
ferent Sentiments and Practices, mult paſs for meer Iuſiguificancies 
| T H#' only Foundation, therefore, upon which Prace can be pre 
ſerved in a. Diverſity of Sentiments concerning leſſer Things, is che 
rity the Bond of PerfeFineſss We find ourſelves Obliged to bear with 
one another, notwithſtanding ſome Failures in Converſation; which 
are too Obfervable in us all, and certainly the remaining Miſtakes d 
Judgment in fineere Chriſtians; have as good a Claim ro a "Charita; 
ble Indulgence, as the effects of Humane infirmity in their practice, 
I wow'd defire no Man to Renounce his Perſunfion even of the Mir 
nuteſt Truth, nor yet to give up his Laberty of openly Aſſerting aud 
Maintaining it when he finds himſelt bound in Conſcience to do ſo; 
Peace, on the Terms of ſuch a Servile Sabmiſfion ' or Silence, is cer. 
tainly not the Peace, which the Goſpel fo much Commends and [es 
quires CHRISTIAN $to purſue + Nay, it is built upon the Riv 
ines of Religious Siueerity and tlie Rights of Mankind. But x \ 
2 | 4. 
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| R 
eck the Truth in Love *, Let us Contend for ic by Argument and 


in 

6 1 Perſuaſion only, not with Euvying Strife and Druifion, and thus the 
i'd bel Peace Cod ball Rule in our Hearts (and in our Societies) to which 
RE are alſo Called in one Body h. | 2 

bead [ am Senſible atter all, that in the preſent Unhappy State of our 
and pifferences, the Minds of ſome are ſo deeply poſſeſs d with Jeklou- 
- it U as to make them ſuſpect every Thing which can be offered for 
tie MODERATION and PEACE, as having an inſnaring 
eſond rende ncy to Twiſt out of their Hands ſome Truth or important Re- 
(lng ligious Intereſt. I will not fo much as Attempt to Convince ſuch 


Perions they may be Miſtaken ; in which Caſe however, by their 
own Principles, they muſt be very Guilty; for if there be Nothing 
elſe to bear them out in the Vehemence of their Zea), but rhe Truth 
ot the TxNErTS they Contend for, ſuppoſing them to be Falle, their 
Zeal mult be juſt as Sinful as it is Vehement. 

I will not cven Suggeſt, that their particular Opinions are lels cer- 
tain than the Obligation of the ROYAL LAV, tho one would 


Things chink that might be done without Offence. I ſhall only Adviſe them 
Fruits, to Conſider that there may be an Unchriſtian Way of Expreſſing 
blem Zeal, and that Carnal Paſſions often mix themſelves with it. A Re- 
of di Wmarkable Example of this we have in the Zeal of the Diſciples a- 


ancies WY eainlt thoſe Samaritans who refuſed to receive our LORD into their 


e pte⸗ Village. The Apoſtles, FAMES avd FO HN. Conceiving a 
is ch WY great and juſt Indignation againſt Sinners, who Treated their Maſ- 
r with ter ſo Contemptuouſly, moved for immediate Vengeance to be Ex- 
which N ecuted upon them (and ſuch a Defire Naturally proceedsfrom Anger and 
kes Revenge, ) ſcarcely (I bclieve) will it be pretended that in any of our 
harit; Religious Differences, there is on Exrmzx StD ſo groſs an | Error 
actice, as that of the Samaritans, nor ſo heinous an Indigumy done to Chri#?, 
ie M. es to ſhut our Doors againſt Him in Perſon. But what Entertain- 
g and ment did the Ble ſſed J E SU $ give to the fiery Motion of the Diſcr- 
do fo ; les: fo far from Approving of ir, He turned and Rebuked them, and 
is cet. id, Te know not what manner of Spirit ye are of. Luke ix 55. They 
nd re-WMfh0w'd a very forward Zzal for His Honour, and, no doubt, hbearti- 


e Rite 


* ly Reſented the Trjury done him, which they thought very well De- 
let us 


krved ſuch Examplaty Punifhmynt as was once Inflicted by the means 


WW ft Elias's Prophetick Imprecation tor a fat leſs important Cauſe : Bur 
| F they 
mm Uà—0— ry 


* Eph, iv. 45, $ Col. ili. 15. 


they did Difcern, that under this ſpecious Appearance, their own pat 
fions were ſecretly Working; fierce Anger which Aims at the De. 
ſtruction of Men, contrary to the Compaſſionate Dcetiyn of our 82. 
viour's Coming, had too great a Share in their Zeal : It the Spirit g 
JESUS be ip us, it does not Luft to Envy, and the Wrath ot My; 
wotketh not the Righteouſneſs of G O D, does not Propagay, 
the Golpel, nor Promote the Righteouſneſs which is of God by Faith * 

Bu r linac? the Sintulneſs ot Diviſion, as I have Stated it, (and! 
think Agree:bly to the Apoltle's Doctrine) Conſiſts in its being | 
Work of the Eliſb, That is, its proceeding from our own irregular Luſts 
and Paſſions, the Queſtion is, How ſhall the Charge be fix'd on pati 
cular Peclons ? We cannot enter into the Hearts of Men, and viſcerg 
the ſecret Springs ot Action in them. IAN SWE RA, The Apoſtle 
fixes the Charge of Carnality upon the CO RINTHIANSIn 
their Diviſions, by the Frxvirts of it, which appear'd in their Be 
haviour : And where we ſee the ſame Effects, we mult impute them 
to the ſame Caufe : Yet I will not inſiſt on the Evidences, which are 
too plain and publick, of the Carnality of our Diviſions 3 for I De- 
ſignedly avoid every Thing which may ſeem to Reflect on particular 
Parties. But (urely mutual Reproaches, Venting groundleſs J-alou- 
ſies and Suſpicions, & induſtriouſly Spreading them to mar each others 
Ule fulneſs, and even on Accounts which are Foreign to the Mat- 
ter in Debate, can be Attributed to no better Principle than our Lufs 
that war in our Members. 

It will become us, indeed, to judge Favourably concerning one 2 
nother, and to put the beſt Conſtruction on our Brethrens Condu& 
which it will bear- Thoſe Words and that Behaviour, which at firk 
ſeem to carry too great an Air of Wrath and other Paſſions, Charity 
will (if poſſible) Aſſign to another & better Cauſe ; and when ve cat 
not help thinking our Fellow-Chriſtians in the Wrong, yet let us make 
all poflible Allowances for the different Opinions of Men, nay, ot 
theirglafirmities and Pregudices which are Conſiſtent with Sinceritys 
Let us by no means Adventure to judge them as Acting Perverle!y, 
and againſt the preſent Convictions of their own Minds; but rather 
Charitably hope that with a mixture of Humane Infi mity; which 
their Conduct too plainly diſcovers, they are under the Influence 
of a Conten:ious Zæal for Truth and Purity, and Indignation againſt 
what they Apprehend to be Error, and Dangerous to the Intereſt af 
Religion. Bu? 
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gor we may and ought to be Severe in Judging ourſeſves zad 
De: Oi here let the Words of our LORD to his Diſciples be remembreds 
ur 8. @hich I mentioned before, Te know not what manner of Spirit ye are 
105 of, What it under Pretence of Z-al for the Glory of G o p, and for 
t Man 


promoting His Fruth, we are breaking His ComMManDmaenrTs? 
What if Pride Envy and Hatred cover themſelves under the Appear- 
ance of Indignation againſt Sin and Error ? Such a Caſe may very 
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and LY well be ſuppofed : Alas! "tis too Common; and we have Reaſon 
eing ig with the moſt Scrupulous Fealouſy to Examine our own Hearts : 
r Luſty I leave it to Men's own Thoughts to Accuſe them and they will cer- 
pate tainly be the beſt and moſt c ffectual Reproofs, which Confcience gives 
Juſcern WM co affilt us in Trying ourſelves : I will only Suggeſt, 
poltle FIA S T, That a Regular Zeal always Studies to Exert it ſelf 
Vin according to the Direction of Gop's Word. The SpTR IT, that Bleſ- 
ir Be: led Religious Principle, which Laſteth againſt the Fleſh; acknowledges 
; them no other Rule but the Scriptures ; and never thinks it ſelf ſafe in 
ch ate any other Methods than ſuch as are there Pre ſcrib'd. Let us therc- 
De. tore bring all our Mcaſures, every Part of our Conduct in our Divi- 
ticular WY fons, to God's Law and His Teſtimony as the only True and Proper 
]- alou- Standard, and whatever we do not find Agreeable to that Trsr, we 
others may Conciude is Carnal. I do not only mean that we ſhould Exa- 
Mat: mine our Debated Opinions by the Word of G O D. but all the Me- 
La thods we uſe tor Promoting and Eſtabliſhing them, and every Step 
we take in purſuance of thtm; for the Scripture is the DireQory for 
one A our Practice as well as the Kulzof our Faith. 4s G op has required us 
onduct BW to receive certain Principles contained in His Goſpel, or by Conſe- 
at fel quence Deducible from it: He has not left it wholly to ourfelves, 
Parity I to Chooſe in what manner the Belief and Profeſſion of thoſe Priu .- 
ve cao ples ſhall be Secured, to Fotm ourſelves and ſet up feparate Societies 
is make BY in His Church upon the Foot of profeſs's Agreement in them, and 
47 lor o what heights we may carry our Diviſion from other Chriſtians who 
Cerity' differ from us in their Opinions concerning them; in all thefe things 


in ve ought to take our Directions from Him, and His Word is a ſuffi- 

c katber Bi cient Guide to the Impartial and Unpre judic'd. 2 
; which { wiſh this were ſeriouſly. conſidet'd by thoſe among us who cat- 
uence ry their Differences with their Brethren even to the length of Sepa- 
again rite Communion. *Tis true, I do not place the Guilr of Schiſm 
ereſt of meer]y or principally in external Separation: Ibeliere there may 
B 3 ite schiſm without Separation, and Separation without Schilm : Bur 
Ft luch a Separation is always the Effect of Neceſſity not Choice, and 
Hy 
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in no Caſe can we withdraw from our Fellow -Chriſtians, and be blame 
els, unleſs when we cannot continue any longer in their Commun; 
on without Sin. Now let ſuch among us as ſeparate reflect Impar- 
tially on the Goſpel Rules, that they may ſee whether their Prac- 
tice be Agreeable to them. I can't find that the Scripture warrants 
a Separation, except when either ſinful Terms of Communion are Im- 
pos'd, or, thoſe who are call d Brethren walk diſorderly, That is, cont 
ry to the moral Precepts of the Gos PEL; or, when they vent 
aud maintain Pernicious Docttines, ſubverting Souls, and contrary 
to the Eſſentials and Vitals of the Chriſtian Religion, without the 
Knowledge and Belict of which Salvation can't be obrain'd. None of 
theſe things are pretended in the preſent Caſe, as the Cauſes ot Scpꝛ- 
ration; thoſe whom ſome ot their Brethren reject do not impoſe any 
{crupled Terms ot Communion, nor have they vary'd from the mannet 
ot Worſhip hitherto practis'd among us; they are not Charg'd with any 
Irregularicies of Converlation tor which they ought to be Avolprd, 
nor with Principles which have ever been eſteem d Heretical (as tar 
as | know) by the Primitive ot Reform'd Churches. Let ſuch there- 
tore as practiſe and avow a Breach of Communion, conſider ſeriouſly 
on what Foundation they do it, and what Scripture Rules will beat 

them our in it. 
I rhe rather inſiſt on this, becauſe I'm afraid ſome look on main 
taining or breaking Communion with their Fellow-Chriſtians as f 
Matter of Liberty, wherein they are under no Law, bur that of 
Chriltian Prudence, and that the y may join or withdraw, as they ſhall 
judge moſt for Edification. That indeed we are ſo to condud out 
ſelves in thivgs ot an indifferent Nature, is very Certain; and let no 
Mau nor Society of Men pretend to make Laws binding the Conſcier 
ces of Chriſt's Subjects where He has left chem free: In thele Cales 
ler every Chriſtian judge for himſelf as well as he can, and do or tots 
bear as ſhall appear to him, all Circumſtances conſider'd, for his owt 
Edification, and the Edification of others, which I take ro be the 
Scriptural Senſe of Expedient, But where our Lord Feſws Chriſt h 
given us a poſitive Law, there all Queitiovs about Expediency 8nd 
Edification are ſuperſeded, for it can's be ſuppos'd that ſuch a Lav 
ſhou'd ever be Inconſiſtent with Edification ; we are indifpenſably 
oblig'd to Obey whatever the Conſe quence be, and ſuch Reſignat 
on is due to his Superior Wiſdom and Authority, that Humane Ft 
dence ought not to object any Inconveniencies which may be {uf 
poſed to tolliow. Now that our Religious Communion is an indifk 
| Ten 
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tent Thing, or that in choofing with whom we Gal Adociate;, and 
from whom” we all Separate, we ire under no Goſpel I — 
muſt be detertain'd by what ſhall © appear to ourſelves Expedient 
will, I believe, be found a dangerous miſtake; Let any one but im- 
partially conſider the whole Tenor of the Goſpel Declarations rela- 
ting to this Matter, the Nature of the Chriſtian Inſtitutions, . the 
aalifications, of thoſe who are ro join in oblerving them, the expreſs 
Piles which are given us to withdraw from thoſe who are diſquali- 
hd for the Tokens of Communion, with a, particular Deſcription 
of their Character; and then let him determine whether we are not 
hound by the Authority of our Lord Jeſus to receive into the | great- 
et Intimacies of our Religious Fellowſhip, all ſuch (whom Provi- 
dence gives an Opportunity ot Receiving): as: make a Credible Pro- 
ſeſlon of Chriſtianity» not contradicted by the Wickedneſs of their 
Lives, (even tho' in ſome leſſer things they may differ from us (un- 
els an inſuperable Obſtacle be laid in the Way on their Part, by their 
requiring qome Term ot Communion, which we can't in Conſcience 
comply with, Shall we then, take upon us to exclude our Brethren, 
whom CHKIST has commanded us to receive, but not to doubrful Diſ- 
purarions ? Shall we; upon Pretence of ſecuring Truth more cffectual- 
y, or promoting Edihcation, forſake the, Communion of thoſe, who 
ate not oiqu¹νeͥ accorging to the Goſpel Rules ; Rules as parti- 
cu at and. expye's,, as the, Miidom ot Chriſt. judg d Noceſſaty, for Fre- 
crying the, Fut it) ab promoting the Ew fication of His Church? 
Dis it nat rather. become us to think that theſe valuable Ends will 
be beſt {crv*d by Contor ming ourſelves to the Redecmer's Laws ? And 
to attempt the Preſervation ot Purity: by Methods which H&h:s.ro: 
prelcrib'd nay, Iyconſiſtent with thoſe He hath preſcrib'd, or to 
peak in che -Plaineſt-Icrn d ſecure_Orthodoxy by natzowivg 
Chriſtian Communion more oy A — * See #* Wa | 
of allow is Roby wie boos tar Which 15 Vries, Befides if Meng 
wot tal tea Ge to maintain Chriſtian Comniunion in the 
Latitude which: the Sctipture enjoins, 1 Sante fee where they wil Ho 


in making! heir Inclefures. Upon cverg Diltetence in ch minixtctt 
Pöl by 200 LT ſect ti ig Truth. afid fer their Hrother's 


caro they wah let bp, teparate Sceierſes (ant deen u bet, 
enſ:bl rent they: maß ſet op] teparate. Socierſes (and hen art ces 


le alwiys .t be expected, if an Impartial Search alter Truth be 
ſignal allow's ) And thus upon thts Principle no Limits ein be ſet cc Se. 
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paration, but Diviſions and Subdiviſions in the C H UR 
be encreafed: wHhOut Meaſure and, without End *, _ 
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- Fpropoſe 2dly, that in order to our knowing the Temper of os 
own Spirits, and the Nature of our Dividing Zeal; in which Ma 
are ſo apt to-deceive themſelves, we ſhouſd catefullyſ conſidet the 
Working of our Minds, whether they be calm and diſpaſſionate, 
attended with violent Emotion: The Diſpoſitions which take thei 
Riſe trom the Fleſh are tumultuous, and have 2 Tendency to oper 
bear and weaken Reaſon, ſo that the Mind is thrown 1nto"Tranſpory 
and Diſorders, and is ated upon and impetuoufly driven rather 

than freely Acts upon a deliberate View of juſt Motives : Bur the 

Operations of the SIX II, the better Principle, being directed by 
the Underſtanding, the Compoſure of the Mind is preferv'd in them 
with its Strength, and Vigor; and the Exerciſe of all its Powers is 
Regular and Undiſturb'd: In this conſiſts the very health of the Sou 
which in ſuch a happy Conſtitution and due uſe of its-Facultie: 
comtortably enjoys its own Exiſtence,” and the Dignity of an Intel: 
ligent Being, and tis abſolutely Neceſſary to ſincere R:ligion, whid 
in every branch of it is a REASONABLE SERVICE, not the Pn 

| duct of blind Paffions, attended with a- hurry and pertuibation of 
0 Thought, but it Springs from Light; for as the Apoſtie expreſſes 

*tis according to Knowledge, is exercis'd with Freedom, and accon 

| | pany'd with Sedateneſs and Serenity'of Mind. One would thinka Ma 
who is accuſtom'd to reflect oa himſelf, may be able to diſcern, whe 
ther bis own Actings have thoſe Characters, and Conſequently how 

tar they are Sincere ; and there js no-Caſe wherein we have great 
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* W HAT 1 have faſd on this Subject is perfectly Agreea ble to the Doctrine of the vu 
Linſter Confeſfion, Ch. 26. Art. 2+ in thoſe Words, Saints by Profeſſion are bound to manta 
aa holy Fellowſhip and Communen in the Worship of GOD, and in performing ſuch q 
** ther Spiritual Services; as tend to their mutual Edification, as alto in relievingeaeh otherinout 
* ward things, according te their ſeveral Abilitys and Neceſſitys. Which Commugion 8 
* GOD offereth Opportunity, is to be extended to all rhote, Who in every' place call onthe 
** Name of ur LORDJES US. „ Nothing can be more evident (and the. Texts of Sei- 
ture Noted by the Aſſembly for the Proof of their Pocteines plainly ſhawic)thanthatche- Co. 
muaion here ſpoken of is external 3for it is in Wor Rip and ſuch Spiritual Services, as tend is 
mutual Edification. Which Cemmunion (in Worſhip and Spiritual Services, tending to mutt 


al Edification, as well as1n relieving each other in outward things) is to bi extended to 
whain every place CALL ON THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS ” That is, al! who 
make a Credible Profeſſion of Chriſtianity »aad whom e mult in the Judgment ofCHARITI 


believe 20 1 1a their 3 Diers = LOR - JESUS. And I — 
none of the Parties among us are fo far gone in Uuchari as not to com 
Brethrey who difler from them under that Character. 
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- need to be Watchfol over ourſelves, and ftri& in examining by 
his Rule, What manner of Spirit we are of, than in our Zeal.' Mr. 
garter ſome where makes a very good Obſervation concerning Zeal 
o this purpoſe ;. There is a kind of it which do's not appear io be a 
nit of che Spirit, becauſe Humane Nature Corrupt as it is, is Prone 
o it of its own accord; it do's not need Excitation, as it doth to e- 
ery good Work but ealily runs into high 57 it, ſothat it nee ds 
ithet to be retrench'd and abated. Such a Reſentment againſt other 
dopic's Faults, as has too much in it of the Wrath of Man is Natu- 
alto us; we need be at no Pains to ſtir up our Minds«ro it; ra- 
her tis obvious to every Conſcientious Perſon, there's a Neceſſity of 
ling Endeavouts to cool and moderate it. But another kin d of In- 
lignation there is againſt the Sins of others, as well as out own; in 
zhick there is no danger of exceeding, as it flows from Charity and 
Pure diſintereſted Zeal of God, is produced by the Influence of the 
oſpel Motives, and is regular and diſpiffi nate in ics Exerciſe, 
t will require a grgat Deal of Application to wotk up our Minds to 
uch a Mcaſure of it as becomes us. FHeave it ro the good People 
dn both Sides of the preſent Controverſies, whether they have not 
Teal enough in all Conſcience againſt each other's Way, whether they 
an't help being afraid, in their ſober & ſolitary Reflections otan Exceſs; 
nd therefore whether theytiave not Cauſe to ſuſpect too great a- 
Tincture in it of remaining Canality ? | 

Ir upon an Impärtial Examination we are convinc'd, that our 
Diviſions liave been, and are finful, that in our Debares there have: 
deen Envyings and Strifes, the Fruits of the Carnal Mind, let us un- 
eignedly repent towards Gid, and forſake theſe. Sins; in order to which 
e ought to confeſs them with Sorrow after a Godly Sort. This is what 
zood Men need not be Preſt to; if thro? Prejudice and Inadvertency, 
nder whatever Pretence they have been led into ſintul Meaſures, 
ſſoon as they are Senfible of their Errors, it can't be but they will 
egret and abandon them, And let us heartily join together in be- 
Falling all the Sins of all Part ies in our Diviſions, conſidering them 
ö reptqachful to our Common Profeſſion, and diſhonouxing to our. 
ommon LORD. Sincere Chriſtians endeavour calmly, reflecting 
dn their own Sins as Indignities done to God, and Bfeaches of His 
v, (0-work.up their Minds to an ingenuous penitential Grief, Ia 
he ſame manner let us, loving ours Nerghbours as ourſelves, conſider 
heir Faults, ſtill raking Care as much as poffible, to kave out of the 
derlon's Character the Idea of an'Adfyerfary, and out of the Offence 
Idea of an Injury; and even where that can't be done, twill be- 
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a noble Return, freely forgiy.ing the ill "Uſage we meet wWith, to 
ret the Treipaſles of out Liethten, as. A ock to the Mijethy 4 
GOD, and Wrongs to their own Souls: Thus ſhall we Bar ons ah 
ther's Burthens, and, ſo fulfil the Laws of Chriſt, *. © © 
By r our bewailing Diviſions, our Humiliations for them, and lte 
bittexeſt Invectives we can e fignity nothing, 
unleſs we Renounce them in our Hearts and in our; Practice, c 
ciſing Charity out of a pure Heart and a good Conſcience, and Frim, 2 
fergned f. The great Duty of Bir We at all times, and partic 
larly. in a Divided State of the Church, is to follow Charity and Ped 
with them thut call on the Lord 5. Tho! we äct in a vartow Sptett, 
and may thiak our re can't be vety extenſively Uſety 
healing publick Breaches ; yet beſides that we know not ho fat, bythe 
Bleſſing ot God, the Influence ot private Examples thay reach, it ys 
purify our Souls, by obeying the Truth, tho the Spirit unto Unjeignd Lin 
of the Brethren, , and. love one another with 4 pure heart farvimly +: 5 
And it according to the Natura) Teiidetcy, ef thiae” Blefled Ping 
ple, we ſhall be always ready to do every Thing In qui Pon et tot 
cultivating a good Agrecment with our Fellow-Chriltians (lil pie 
ſerving our Adherence to Truth, and the ſole Authority of Cinch 
Inviolabie).we ſhail-have Peace in our own Cönſcicnces, and they - 
Condemning us tor the Sin of DIVISION , Which pritcipaily con 
fiſts in Uncharitablenels, we bave.Confidence towards Gig, " © 
I know nothing better 1 could chovie to Conclude Witil, in dre 
to leave a good Impre ſſion on-yout Minds, abd t& Direct 20 E 
Cite you to do all you can for healing Diviſions, than the Apcſiicy 
excellent Deſcription of CHARITY, in the 1376" Ch, ot this Ey. i 
the Cor, un. 4, 5, 6, 7» 13: Charity Jufererh lovg, and 15 kind; CU 
ry ervyerh, not : Chari vauneth not it Je, 15 et J bp, doth jt | 
have it ſelf unſeemly , Jecktth not her (un, is We. Coll Wok 'd, nl 
no Evil, x. joſceth not in In;quity, but vt ſoiteth in 17 ub,” cori, ul 
things, believeth all things, hipeth all rbings, endureih al thing s- Aid un 
abideth Faith, Hope, Charity, theſe three, tut the. gtenteſi & The) it Chit) 
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